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Box No. 1 Basis of the opinion 

1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
the language in which it was field, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
language , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: ~ — 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/br table relating theret 

has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. II Priority 

1 . IS The following document has not been furnished: 

H copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43£>/s.1 and 66.7(a)). 
* □ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule4-3b/s.1 and 66.7(b)). 

Consequently it has not been possible to consider the validity of the priority claim. This opinion has 
nevertheless been established on the assumption that the relevant date is the claimed priority date. 

2. □ This opinion has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim 

has been found invalid (Rules 43bisA and 64.1). Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the international 
filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 

3. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 

The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application,- 
G3 claims Nos. 9, 10 

because: 

□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which 
does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

□ the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. are so 
unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinior 
could be formed, 

El no international search report has been established for the whole application or for said claims Nos. 9, 10 

□ the nucleotide and/br amino acid sequence listing does not comply with the standard provided for in Annex 
C of the Administrative Instructions-in that: — — — — 

the written form □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 
the computer readable form □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 

□ the tables related to the nucleotide andybr amino acid sequence listing, if in computer readable form only, d 
not comply with the technical requirements provided for in Annex C-bis of the Administrative Instructions. 

□ See separate sheet for further details 



Form PCT/lPEA/237 (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
PCT/GB2004/002072 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43b/s.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-8 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 1-8 

No: Claims 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-8 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item III. 

Rule 6.2a of the PCT 

Re Item V. 

1 The following documents are referred to in this communication: 

D1 : US 3 730 387 A (MCCONNELL J ET AL) 1 May 1 973 (1 973-05-01 ) 

2 Document D1 , which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art, 
discloses (the references in parenthesis applying to this document): 

A pill dispensing cap having inner (16) and outer sleeves (12), the inner sleeve (16) having 
an intermediate divider panel (15) and a firsi base panel (17)7 ~ 

From this, the subject-matter of independent claim 1 differs in that the pill 
dispensing cap comprises: 

- an inner sleeve having first and fourth window openings; 

- an outer sleeve having a second base panel, and a second window opening; 

- a plate moveable across and within the two sleeves and defining a third window opening; 

- a releasable locking arrangement; 

whereby the plate can be held into an initial position wherein first and second windows are 
aligned, whilst the third and fourth windows are not. An intermediate position would see 
the outer sleeve rotated forwardly to a position where fust and second windows are not 
aligned but third and fourth window are, so as to allow pills in the bottle to enter the inner 
sleeve. A final position would be the replacement of the plate to its initial condition then 
allowing the outer sleeve to rotate back to its initial condition, thus allowing the pills to be 
dispensed from the inner sleeve via the aligned first and second windows. 

2.1 The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore novel (Article 33(2) PCT) 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as providing 
a dispensing device for attachment to a pill bottle and enabling the correct dose of 
pills to be dispensed by the user in an easy to operate construction. 
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2.2 The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is 
considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) since none of the 
available prior art suggests such an arrangement. 

2.3 Claims 2-8 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of 
the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 
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